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Fall 2020
Incoming President’s Message - Mert Coles
Greetings fellow SCSC Members! I am honored to walk in the shoes of past Club
Presidents. I look forward to helping our Club continuously improve and prosper
despite the challenging times of 2020. I’ve come to learn and appreciate that we
have a unique organization in our multifaceted club. There are few places that offer
members so many opportunities to participate in their chosen interests and at an
affordable cost. These opportunities are in large, granted to us through volunteerism.
With the Tuesday Crew maintaining the grounds, members hosting food events,
directors overseeing fundraising projects, and all the other behind the scenes activities, we all benefit. We
would like to welcome Tom Del-Signore in his role as our newest caretaker. Many of you have already had
the pleasure of meeting his wife Kathy volunteering her administrative skills in our Club office.
In the past few months, we have seen more club activities coming back to life. Though we have had to curtail
our traditional first and third Friday sit down dinners, a takeout dinner has become available. The Club hosted
a Bonfire on the beach and lively country line dancing in the Pole Barn. Shooting events are now on Friday
nights as well as Wednesdays, along with CMP matches. Let’s not forget the kid’s Halloween party! We look
forward to more events returning.
The board of directors remains focused on following the Club’s mission statement and objectives as well as
promoting family-oriented events, community awareness in recreational shooting sports and maintaining our
property, as well as the other member venues such as swimming, fishing, camping, picnicking and boating to
name a few.
On behalf of our Directors, we look forward to hearing constructive ideas from our membership regarding
Club improvements and long-range planning.
Stay safe!

Mert Coles, President

Outgoing President’s Message – Brad Holmes
It has been my sincere privilege to serve as the Club’s President over the past 6 years and to preside over the
Club’s dedicated Board of Directors and its many accomplishments during my tenure. I am highly confident
Mert Coles, as your new President, will continue the Club’s tradition of volunteerism, adhering to the Club’s
mission and serving the members’ needs. I look forward to continuing to contribute to the Club and serving as
the Club’s Vice President. I encourage members to continue to volunteer as we develop and grow our Club
together. Brad Holmes

Meet the Club’s Newest Caretakers
Please join the Club in
welcoming our newest
caretaker, Thomas
Del-Signore and his
spouse Kathy. The Board
of Directors appointment of
will have Tom joining
caretaker Lorraine Jones
in watching over our Club
in their caretaker roles.
Members are invited to take
time to say hello to the Tom
& Kathy Del-Signore.
Kathy Del-Signore welcomed by Brad Holmes

Tom Del-Signore welcomed. A recipient of the Moncrief Award.

Lifetime Achievement Award – Ed Cole
Ed Cole received Lifetime
Membership Award for his
years of service in the Club
kitchen cooking for the
Club Volunteers on
Tuesdays and various other
events. Congratulations
Ed. On behalf of the Club,
volunteers, and Directors –
Well done and thank-you!
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Tuesday Volunteers’ News Page - Stu Schermerhorn, Director
Volunteerism is the lifeblood of our Club

Thank You Volunteers for showing up Tuesdays for routine maintenance and not so routine maintenance and
repairs to the Club! Rain, Shine, Sleet, Heat, Cold, Snow or Flood, as volunteers you truly are the lifeblood of
this Club.
Below are a few pictures from the roof replacement on the skeet storage shed. Many thanks to volunteers, and
thanks to John Laielli for materials donation!
Club history is full of small donations and contributions combined with sweat equity of volunteers for the
continuous betterment of the Club. Total cost was $18.04, for disposal of old roofing. Stu
(Photos by Stu Schermerhorn, Director)

The following pictures show more continuous improvement at work. A special thank you to volunteers John Laielli, Bill Malusis, Tom
DelSignore, Arde Johnson, Bruce Lindle, John Speiwak, Dave Wright and Stu Schermerhorn who replaced the roof on the Club’s
equipment storage shed after the recent flood.

Equipment storage shed
(roof) before and after upgrade.

(Photos by Stu Schermerhorn, Director)
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Lake & Beach News

Fall has arrived, but don't put your fishing gear away yet!
For many anglers at the Club, Fall is an ideal time to wet a line. The cooler
temperatures, less bugs, and not to mention fall foliage views can make fishing even
more enjoyable. You can also pair a day or weekend of fall fishing with trap shooting
on the range for a blast and then cast fishing experience. While the Lake has good
fish production for anglers, don’t forget the Canal boat ramp provides some 13 miles
of meandering waterway to fish and boat.
On behalf of the Board, thank you for your patience and cooperation using the lake
and beach this year. We hope members enjoyed the lake this season. If you have any
observations to improve your lake and beach experience, please don’t hesitate to
contact me via the Club’s webpage, by email, in person, or by just writing a good old
fashion letter. Enjoy the Fall season at your Club.
The Beach closed for the season on Labor Day Weekend. The Lake is open for boating and fishing. Lifejackets are required while
boating on the Lake.

Winter’s Coming - Warning

When ice is present on the Lake, no walking, ice fishing, ice skating or access on the Lake of any kind is permitted.
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RANGE NEWS - Ron Ayres, Director
ARE YOU AN NRA MEMBER?
Or is it time for renewal. Life membership still $600 and discounted yearly plans available too! Your
renewal through the club benefits our NRA programs! Call the office or click the
link https://membership.nra.org/recruiters/join/XC034523 today.

Looking to switch to a nonlead alternative?
Here are a few quick tips to limit lead exposure.
In response to COVID-19, an increase in demand for guns and ammunition has
resulted in more limited availability of ammunition. Though many of these
purchases might be for handguns, New Jersey has undoubtedly seen an increase
in new and returning hunters taking to our woods to harvest their own food and
reconnect to nature. Switching to nonlead ammunition may be a more
challenging year for hunters to do so given limited supplies.
If you are a hunter looking to make the switch to nonlead ammunition but are
unable to find any to purchase this year, here are some tips for handling and
disposal of your carcass so avian scavengers are less likely to consume it.
1. Low Effort - Leave your gut pile and carcass under conifers to hide from
avian scavengers. Conifers are evergreen trees, providing ground cover year-round and may be able to visually hide the disposed
carcass from aerial views.
2. Moderate Effort - If you’re on your own property or have permission from the landowner, you can dig a shallow hole under
conifers and bury your gut pile and carcass to prevent access from avian predators.
3. Most Effort – You may choose to carry the remains of your gut pile and carcass out with you, leaving nothing behind for
scavengers to find. If you choose this option, you can use a trash bag and dispose of the carcass in a certified landfill.

Range Events
Saturday - Turkey Shoots Are Back: We’ll be doing turkey shoots on the Trap range every SATURDAY till Thanksgiving.
Weather permitting. Rules are simple!! One target/one shot for $5.00. Get the most pellets in the target - win a turkey! 1 prize winner
per 10 target squad. 12 Ga. Shotgun. Barrel not longer than 36”, not tighter than full choke (.683).
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Women on Target at the SCSC

Submitted by John Laielli, Director & Coordinator
The Women on Target event held at the Club on Saturday October 12, 2020. The outdoor event was an overwhelming success. The
event focuses on introducing women to the shooting sports and firearm safety. Registrants from the Middle Atlantic States as far as
New York attended the event. Club volunteers and NRA Range Safety Officers were present to assist in a safe and successful event.
Lunch was served and it was a beautiful Fall day and outing.
One participant from Woodstown New Jersey who attended evaluated the event enthusiastically as follows: Although the event was
filled to maximum capacity, it was a great day. A diverse group of 60 women attended. One attendee provided the following
observation: Although I don’t own a firearm, but my family encouraged me to attend the event. I found the day to be educational,
informative, safe and fun. I was glad I registered and took the time to attend this event with my daughter-in-law, (name withheld by
request).

Women on Target on the Trap Range. The Club’s ranges are ADA accessible
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Women on Target Event Photos
continued

.
NRA Range Safety Officers (RSO’s) as Club volunteers staffed all the shooting venues

Women on Target at the handgun range. This range was upgraded and improved and also made ADA accessible last Spring.

RSO’s instructed attendees in the finer points of handgun shooting sports, straight, precise & on target.
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Women on Target Event Photos
continued

RSO’s observed the attendees were patient, very attentive, detail oriented regarding instruction in the shooting sports and firearm
handling. As a result, attendees achieved a level of competence in the shooting sports and individual satisfaction by attending the
event.

The smiles say it all! Bull’s Eye? Attentiveness, determination, enthusiasm and being on target was demonstrated by the group.
Editor’s Note; The Club has hosted a number of group and individual instructions for members, men & women in the past. One being successful women’s event,
Becoming an OutdoorWoman (BOW) was sponsored by New Jersey Division of Fish & Game. BOW focused on a variety of outdoor activities in addition
to the shooting sports. The event has since been discontinued. SCSC continues a variety of outdoor recreational venues for its members that include, camping, fishing,
hiking, dog walking, swimming).
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Did You Know*
•

Editor’s Note: Plaques and information are credited courtesy of the Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens, Boothbay Harbor,
Maine. The Gardens are an outstanding botanical collection set on nearly 300 acres. The gardens were an idea born of a small
group of visionaries in 1991 who felt Maine should have a botanical garden. The vision was funded and opened to visitors in
2007. A definite visit for visitors to Maine. A Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens are a model to be admired, studied, and
emulated for organizations like SCSC who value wetlands, uplands, and the circle of life in nature and the great outdoors.

New Jersey in the 1970’s funded a tree seedling program that included the
Eastern White Pine. These trees are obvious throughout the Club’s
grounds. The directors took advantage of the forestry program and planted
the Eastern White Pine around the Club especially on the ranges, grove and
around the lake.
The Eastern White Pine, courtesy & credit Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens,
Boothbay Maine.
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Though temporary, the ecological impact of vernal pools is tremendous, providing important breeding space
for many species that live their lives in the surrounding forest. Many species, but especially frogs,
salamanders, and insects use vernal pools to lay eggs and develop into adulthood. As summer progresses,
insect larvae and small amphibians proved a food source for a huge array of wildlife from the forest. Birds,
reptiles, and a variety of mammals such as deer, raccoons, and fox stop at these pools to drink and to feed on
young amphibians, eggs and larvae. To remain healthy, this complex web needs both the vernal pool and
the surrounding forest.
Vernal Pools, courtesy & credit Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens, Boothbay Maine.

The Club Wetlands

Wetlands are places where water saturates the soil all or part of the time during the
growing season. They store water, control floods and erosion, filter pollutants and
nutrients and protect water quality. Wetlands protect and improve water quality by
natural filtration, store floodwater in wet times, maintain surface water flow during
dry periods and provide a valuable wildlife habitat.
Our naturally occurring wetland has been left undisturbed because of the
benefits it provides to the health of its ecological community. These habitats play an
enormous role in supporting our wide, much loved Club landscape, forests, wildlife,
fish and water bodies.
These habitats were recognized by the Club’s founders and put into the
objectives of the Club. Since the founding of the Club, the wetlands and the uplands
have been maintained to the best of our abilities while providing outdoor
recreational opportunities to its members. Two examples of wetlands at SCSC, one
a vernal pond and one a pond. Can you tell the difference?
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The Club’s Wetlands and the Muskrat
– The Club as a wildlife refuge supports a large population of acquatic
Wildlife including muskrat and beaver that has thrived recently in the New Jersey wetlands.

The Muskrat, courtesy & credit Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens, Boothbay Maine.
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THE DISH - by Kim Baker, Director

The Dish is a separate publication printed

*

monthly by Kim Baker to highlight upcoming
activities for members.

Turkey Shoots - This turkey season will be shooting on Saturdays at
12 PM. Prizes have included turkeys, gift cards, and 50/50's.

10/9 BonFire on the Beach We had an incredible turnout of families
and friends. We roasted marshmallows,
made s'mores, and some even brought
hotdogs to cook over the fire. Blankets
were spread everywhere! So much fun
watching the kids (and the adults too!)

10/9 Fall Dance - Members kicked up their heels under the stars
for some barn raising fun.

Craft Nights - Every 4th Friday, members have been coming out to do something crafty. Attached are
some fun pics from events from the last 3 months. Last month was a Scarecrow bottle, August was pallet
flags, and July was a cute Fairy succulent garden.

Vendor Fair - We held a vendor fair under the pole barn on
Labor Day weekend. Members came out to close the lake and
wander over to the vendor fair for some early gift shopping of homemade, hand-crafted items, and other fun vendor items. We also have
an upcoming annual vendor fair 11/07.
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2019-2020 DIRECTORS
Contact any director through the office for volunteer interest.
DIRECTORS

ASSIGNMENTS
2020-2021

ASSIGNMENTS

Club Call &
Message Center

Mert Coles

PRESIDENT

Oversees all assignments/committees

856-299-5588

Thomas “Brad” Holmes

VICE PRESIDENT

To be determined

856-299-5588

Tom Dyer

TREASURER

Financial, Office

856-299-5588

Brian Kamens

SECRETARY

Communications, IT, Website

856-299-5588

John Laielli

DIRECTOR

YO Day, Scouts, Campout

856-299-5588

Ron Ayres

DIRECTOR

Ranges

856-299-5588

Stu Schermerhorn

DIRECTOR

Grounds, Tuesday Crew

856-299-5588

Bruce Mulford

DIRECTOR

Dinners, CMP, NRA Day

856-299-5588

Al Giumetti

DIRECTOR

House, Key, Decorating

856-299-5588

John Spiewak

DIRECTOR

Range Safety, Archery

856-299-5588

Darryl Harmon

DIRECTOR

Boats, Campground, Purchasing

856-299-5588

John Dyer

DIRECTOR

Halloween Party, Canada, Apparel

856-299-5588

Kim Baker

DIRECTOR

Egg Hunt, Fundraising, Crafts
856-299-5588

Bill Ronn

DIRECTOR

Food & Beverage

856-299-5588

ADVISORS
Roberts Epps, Al McVey, Dave Wright, Lyle Case, Bill Cochran, Brent Warner
Ed Lawrence (Emeritus – In memorial), Lou Priest (Emeritus)
CARETAKERS
Lorraine Jones - 856-628-5840
Thomas (Kathy) Del-Signore - 609-420-2524
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REMEMBER
Speed Limit – 15 MPH or less on the property

Remembering August’s Flooding Event – Part of SCSC’s wetlands experience
The Club’s roadways were closed to traffic except for experienced Club volunteers during the August 2020 flood event. The flooding
was impressive but was greater during Hurricanes Floyd & Irene in which the basement was impacted. Interfaces of wetlands and the
lake are not considered to be a hazard to either body of water. The waters began to recede by August 10. Lake water quality was
unaffected. The Club was open for members on August 12 and the beach opened for swimming on August 14. The Club does have
flood insurance for claims if necessary.

Entrance Road

Hornblower Way Crossing the Culvert

Wetlands draining into Lake

Picnic Grove Boat Ramp / Canal Dock

Bend from Clubhouse on Hornblower Way

Hornblower Way (Lake to left)
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SCSC Board of Directors Election Results
3-Year Terms: 2020 – 2023
Mert Coles

John Spiewak

Stu Schermerhorn

Darryl Harmon
2-year term: 2020 - 2022

Bruce Mulford

Al Giumetti

John Dyer
1-year term: 2020 - 2021

Congratulations on your elections to the Board of Directors!

SAVE THE DATE

SCSC 75TH – 2022
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SCSC Objectives and Purposes
Original 1947: To conserve, restore and protect the game, fish and other wildlife and their habitat in Salem County and the
surrounding areas; to procure better fishing and hunting for sportsmen; to promote and maintain friendly relations between landowners
and sportsmen; to cooperate in obtaining proper respect for the fish and game laws; and to spread the knowledge of wildlife among
Club membership.
Current Objectives: In addition to the foregoing original purposes and objectives, the Salem County Sportsmen’s Club purposes and
objectives is perpetuated as follows: To acquire, own and maintain real estate that provides a natural, indigenous wildlife habitat in
Salem County to foster the regeneration of fish, game, and other wildlife; to provide on a portion of such real estate such
improvements and facilities as may be appropriate and necessary to allow members and guests to assemble for various purposes
related to Club activities; to provide and preserve a pleasant, safe and environmentally sound location in which to enjoy family
relationships and mutual comradeship, to enjoy the outdoors; and to carry on a wide variety of permissible sporting activities including
fishing, swimming, boating, archery, shooting and other similar activities.

•

•
•
•
•

General Guidelines for Use of the Club
As with going to any other public space, there is still a risk of contracting COVID-19. While we are making a concerted effort to
follow all regulations and recommendations from the NJ Department of Health and the State of New Jersey - Governor’s Office,
you must decide based on your personal or family situation whether you should be around other people with the possibility of an
unwitting transmission (unknowingly infected) of COVID-19.
Please do visit our website http://www.scsportsmensclub.org/ for club updates.
If you have symptoms related to COVID-19, you cannot be on the grounds.
You must practice social distancing (6 feet minimum) from other members.
The Clubhouse is open, masks are required. We are limited in occupancy and occupancy numbers will be adjusted as required.
SCSC Office Hours
Monday 5:00pm - 8:00pm
Tuesday 9:00am - 1:00pm
Wednesday 5:00pm - 8:00pm
Thursday 9:00am - 5:00pm
Closed Friday, Saturday and Sunday
Mailing Address:
Salem County Sportsmen’s Club
PO Box 130, Deepwater, NJ 08023
Office: Kelly Clement
Status: Mask required in office, one person at a time
Main Tele: 856-299-5588 -Voicemail Active
FAX: 856-299-5988
EMAIL: scscoffice@scsportsmensclub.org
VOLUNTEER TUESDAY GROUP
Status: Routine Operations
Director Stu Schermerhorn
Every Tues. 8am – 12pm; special work parties
BAR HOURS - Bar Phone: 856-514-3813
Status: Open with social distancing
Wednesday 5:00pm - 10:00pm
Thursday 5:00pm - 10:00pm
Friday 5:00pm - 10:00pm
Saturday 1:00pm - 10:00pm
Sunday 1:00pm - 8:00pm
If you intend to arrive two hours before closing time, please call ahead to the bar.
16

PARTING SHOTS
Ev Sparks/ecs
SCSC Newsletter Editor & Historian

SCSC Communication’s Committee
Brian Kamens, Webpage, Director
Roberta Berger, Webpage, Communications
Everett Sparks, Newsletter
Kelly Clement, Office Secretary

Submissions to the Lake Hudson News
MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO SUBMIT COPY FOR CONSIDERATION CARE OF THE LAKE HUDSON NEWS.
All submittals are subject to review and inclusion by the editor and the BOD. Email submission in care of editor to
scscoffice@scsportsmensclub.org. The Lake Hudson News is a longstanding newsletter of SCSC named in recognition for a founding
member and first Club caretaker Arthur “Moose’ Hudson. The newsletter serves as a communication mechanism to members but also
as a historical record to document the continual progress and improvement of the Club’s mission and charter over its 73 years.

Fall’s Photo Submission –

Submitted by Izzy Faden

Editor’s Note: A classic Fall photo at SCSC. Note the Eastern White Pine, the Maple and Oak blennding together and reflecting
off the still waters of Lake Hudson on a clear day. Perfect. The Club credits Izzy Faden for the photo capturing the beauty of peak
color at the Club this year. Historically Jim Gant, past president, advisor and lifetime member took photos of the four seasons at the
Club in the 1980s. Those photos now hang in the bar. We invite Izzy Faden to consider updating the series of the next 3 seasons as
well! Well done and thank you Izzy. I imagine Jim Gant and the Club founders are smiling on the jewel they created! ECS
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